Investigating the use of simulation as a teaching strategy.
To compare the performance of two groups of pre-registration nursing students exposed to two different methods of simulation as a teaching strategy, with the aim of providing an evidence base to assist in the selection of appropriate teaching methods, and to inform resource allocation with regard to teaching clinical skills. A longitudinal, comparative quasi-experimental design, including a validated and piloted assessment tool, was used to evaluate students' performance within three domains: cognitive (knowledge and decision making), motor and affective. Students also completed self-assessments of confidence and anxiety levels. Data were statistically and thematically analysed. Students who had been exposed to different forms of simulated teaching, showed no significant difference in performance within the cognitive and motor domains. However, one form of simulation was more effective in enabling students' learning in the affective domain (students' interpersonal, communication and professional nursing skills). An unexpected finding was students' inability to measure vital signs manually. Simulation as a teaching strategy contributes to students' learning. Education providers and clinicians need to recognise that overuse of automated equipment may potentially de-skill future generations of nurses.